Atlantic
Institute for

AIMS

dl/(azy[anc[ Publio fpofiay (nstitute ‘> Market StUd iES

Pl‘eSS Release FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 16, 2008 Media Contact: 240.686.3510

U.S. AND CANADIAN THINK TANKS RELEASE JOINT EVALUATION
ON UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE IN MARYLAND

ROCKVILLE, MD—The Maryland Public Policy Institute of Rockville, Maryland and the Atlantic
Institute for Market Studies (AIMS) of Halifax, Nova Scotia have released a joint evaluation of the
proposal for a universal health care system in Maryland, providing both an American and Canadian
prospective.

“Single-Payer Health Care for Maryland: Two Analyses” responds to a bill proposed by Del. Karen S.
Montgomery (D-Montgomery) in the recently ended session of the Maryland General Assembly. It
evaluates Montgomery’s proposal and addresses the flaws in a statewide universal health care system
including the high cost to the state budget that would inevitably lead to rationing of services by gov-
ernment officials. The 15-page report also issues strong warnings to Maryland from Canadians liv-
ing under a single-payer system.

“Despite some Americans’ misconceptions, Canada’s health care system is not the envy of the
world,” said ITan Munro, Director of Research at AIMS and one of the study’s authors. “Canada’s sin-
gle-payer system fuses the functions of universal insurer, provider, and evaluator of health care. The
results are waiting lists, inaccessible drugs and services, and burgeoning medical tourism as people
flee Canada to get services in the U.S. and elsewhere. Marylanders who hold up the Canadian health
care system as the answer to their problems should be very careful in what they wish for.”

Marc Kilmer, senior fellow at the Maryland Public Policy Institute, and the study’s other author
states, “Single-payer advocates correctly diagnose that there is a problem in our health care system.
Their prescription for change would only make the disease worse, however. Maryland health care
consumers would benefit from much less government interference in the health care market. Turn-
ing over all our health care choices to government bureaucrats will only result in much higher taxes
and less access to care.”

The full report can be viewed online at http://www.mdpolicy.org/research/pubID.196/pub_detail.asp

Founded in 2001, the Maryland Public Policy Institute is a nonpartisan public policy research and educa-
tion organization that focuses on state policy issues. The Maryland Public Policy Institute's work can be
found on the Internet at www.mdpolicy.org.

The Atlantic Institute for Market Studies is an independent, nonpartisan, nonprofit, social and economic
policy think tank based in Halifax, Nova Scotia. The Institute was founded in 1994 by a group of Atlantic
Canadians to broaden the debate about the realistic options available to build the economy.
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